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1. OTTO KERSTEN, GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
CONFEDERATION OF FREE TRADE UNIONS (ICFTU), ANNOUNCED IN 
HAMBURG MAY 19 THAT THE ICFTU WILL FILE A COMPLAINT AT 
THE ILO AGAINST THE USSR AND POLAND FOR VIOLATIONS OF 
TRADE UNION FREEDOM. "IN BOTH COUNTRIES," SAID KERSTEN, 
"PEOPLE ARE SUBMITTED TO THE HEAVIEST PERSECUTION BECAUSE 
THEY TRY TO UNIONIZEOUTSIDE THE OFFICIAL LABOR APPARATUS." 

2. THE USSR AND POLAND, SAID KERSTEN, WILL BE CHARGED 
WITH VIOLATING THE ILO CONVENTION-NUMBER 87-DEALING WITH 
TRADE UNION FREEDOM, WHICH BOTH COUNTRIES HAVE RATIFIED. 
KERSTEN POINTED OUT THAT THE ICFTU IN EARLY 1977 HAD 

FILED AN ILO COMPLAINT AGAINST CZECHOSLOVAKIA ON GROUNDS 
OF VIOLATING ILO CONVENTION 1 1 1 ON DISCRIMINATION IN 
EMPLOYMENT (REF B). ACCORDING TO KERSTEN, THE COMPLAINT 
AGAINST CZECHOSLOVAKIA IS .STILT. BEING INVESTIGATED BY THE 
ILO BUT MAY COME UP FOR ACTION DURING THE ILO CONFERENCE 
NEXT MONTH. 

3. KERSTEN MADE THE ANNOUNCEMENT AT A WELL- ATTENDED 
PRESS CONFERENCE ON THE LAST DAY OF A THREE-DAY ICFTU 
BOARD MEETING IN HAMBURG. HINTON 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: HUMAN RIGHTS, INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATIONS, LABOR UNIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 22 may 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BRUSSE09861 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D78021 5-0870 

Format: TEL 

From: BRUSSELS USEEC 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780535/aaaabcyq.tel 

Line Count: 85 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 24c88a99-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION SIL 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 BRUSSELS 9193 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2620693 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ICFTU TO FILE ILO COMPLAINT AGAINST POLAND AND USSR 
TAGS: ELAB, SHUM, PL, UR, ICFTU 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/24c88a99-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



